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From Routledge : Consuming China: Approachesto Cultural Changein Contemporary China (ConsumAsian
Series) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Consuming
China: Approachesto Cultural Change in Contemporary China (ConsumAsian Series):

Post-Mao China has been characterized in literature and the media as a burgeoning consumer society. Consuming
Chinainvestigates this characterization by examining the cultural significance of consumption and consumerism in the
Peoplersquo;s Republic of Chinatoday. In questioning the notion of consumption,
thisnbsp;impressivenbsp;worknbsp;suggests that it is not simply a symptom of economic reform within China neither
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aproduct of the emergence and transformation of contemporary Chinese capitalism. Rather, the essays offer a new
perspective on Chinese consumption by focusing on more than just consumerism, looking at the practices of
consumption in relation to different manifestations of social and cultural change.Drawing on case studies from
Taiwan, Hong Kong and the Peoplersquo;s Republic of China, Consuming China affords a greater understanding of
the practice of Chinese consumption and will appeal to China scholars and anthropologists, and to those with an
interest in cultural and gender studies.

'‘Consuming China's major contribution is to scholarly discourse on the socio-cultural dynamics and transformative
qualitites of post-Mao China's burgeoning consumerism, while at the same time it reminds us ... that the "practice of
Chinese consumption" goes beyond these parameters.' - Beverly Hooper, The China Journal, No 58, July 2007About
the AuthorSchool of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, UK



