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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An extraordinary analysis of the role of for Profit Contractorsin US
Foreign Development AssistanceBy Bernardo MendezContracting for Development: The Role of For-Profit
Contractorsin U.S. Foreign Development Assistance Ruben Berrios has written many essays regarding economic
development and foreign aid. He was perhaps one of the first western academics writers with solid views of East-
South Cooperation, especially economic and technical cooperation policies between the former Soviet Union with
Cuba and Nicaragua. Also USSR and Chinawith Africa. In this new book that is part of his PHD Dissertation, Berrios
puts together all elements we need for understanding why for profit contractors are key to US Foreign Devel opment
Assistance. More and more is clear that US contracting policiesis mostly away to privatize Aid, most of US foreign
envolvement today is under private contracting and the top political decision making is done in strong relation with the
needs of expansion of private contractors and their close relation with budget of US government. What we need is
more transparency and fairness for all contractors for profit. Dr. Ruben Berrios, is US Citizen and works for
University of Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania, born in Peru and he has wide knowledge of the links and networks between
public policies and private interests. He devel ops a very good work to fully understand the US as a Nation
empowering for profit contractors through public expenditure as key structure to keep the political system asit works.
Unavoidable book to read for Obama advisors if important changes have to be done in the policies of the recent times
and for new generations of policy makersin developing countries to avoid and put a limit to the vicious circle of
oligopolistic privatization of public budgets.

Development assistance, long seen as a giveaway to developing countries, is, according to Berriacute;os assessment,
actually a giveaway to large for-profit U.S. contractors. Berriacute;os shows that a small but influential number of
contractors continue to be awarded most of the contracts, both in value and number, despite their average or
substandard performance.Berriacute;os documents the commercial considerations that drive U.S. development
assistance. The increasing delivery of development aid in the form of contracts has led contractors to increase their
weight and influence on USAID's programs. As Berriacute;os contends, the reasons for giving aid often have little to
do with helping other countries, because, instead, it ends up mainly helping U.S. firms.Little is known about
contracting for development. The contracting process is often neither open nor competitive. Despite the talk of
restructuring, USAID continues to award contracts that are unfavorable to the agency. Berriacute;os documents the
practices of private sector contracting, how they compete for USAID contracts, how they fit into the stated aims and
needs of the agency, and what their performance evaluations say upon completion of contracts. Berriacute;os aso
provides a sweeping review of U.S. devel opment assistance policies, the trend toward privatization, the rhetoric about
reinventing government, and the issue of past performance. A controversial assessment, thiswill be of interest to
scholars, researchers, and policy makersinvolved with U.S. developmental strategies.

"[F]oreign aid continues to be one of the least understood aspects of U.S. foreign affairs. Contracting Devel opment:
The Role of For-Profit Contractorsin U.S. Foreign Development Assitance provides a better understanding of the
complexities of the significant and growing consulting market in development and how these firms fo business iwth
the U.S. government. As such, Berrios has provided the reader with an informed analysis of contracting for delivering
foreign assistance."-Journal of Third World Studies..."atimely monograph that not only casts a much-needed critical
eye on the growth of the contracting process within the United States Agency for International Development (USAID),
but also uses theories of optimal contracting to reveal the properties of different types of contracts. Berrios has set a
high standard for atopic that should be of interest to both policy makers and scholars."-Political Science
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researcher and educator in development for nearly two decades. He has published numerous journa articles and book
chapters on devel opment issues. He currently teaches economics at the Duquesne University School of Business



