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Carter Andress : Contractor Combatants: Tales of an Imbedded Capitalist  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Contractor Combatants: Tales of an Imbedded Capitalist: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Awesome Insight into Iraq WarBy MichaelThis book is told from 
the first person perspective of a true American hero. It is action packed with gun battles on the streets of Iraq, in-
fighting amongst the locals, and the struggle to run a profitable business while staying alive in the most dangerous 
place on Earth.Once I started reading, I could not put the book down. Andress provides incredible insight into the 
challenges that Americans and Iraqis face in the struggle for a free and democratic Iraq. It describes how Americans 
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and Iraqis are risking their lives together in an effort to rebuild a free and safe Iraq.After reading this book, I have 
much clearer insight into the Iraq situation. This book should be mandatory reading for all military officers, 
politicians, and critics, and supporters of the Iraq war.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book 
written by a proud AmericanBy ChrisThis book was a well-written testimonial of a contractor combatant who helped 
rebuild Iraq after our toppling of Saddam. The book was unique and interesting because of its personal insights about a 
number of different topics, among them: American-Iraq relations, being a contractor in Iraq, and the media's mistaken 
view on both the war and on contractors.The author seems to be both well read and well-grounded. If nothing else, the 
concluding chapter houses some thought-provoking and succinct views about the war in Iraq and about his personal 
contribution towards its positive conclusion. He even expresses his initial skepticism about the war and its 
aims.Combat Contractor is both a fun and informative read - rarely nowadays is this ever the case! Read it, enjoy it, 
benefit from it!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Carterrsquo;s amazing personal story reads like THE 
INSIDER meets ZERO DARK THIRTY!By Graham B. WigginsThis "must read" autobiographical tale by and about 
Carter Andress, the man who coined the widely used term ldquo;contractor combatantrdquo;, depicts the eyebrow-
raising events that happened to him following the Iraq invasion of 2003. Carter is a former military man turned 
entrepeneur, who arrived in Iraq with the desire to help rebuild the country, but soon found himself drowning among 
rampant greed, unchecked corruption and outright murder. He bore witness to fraud from all sides, and without fear of 
reprisal, became a whistle-blower for the federal government in order to do what was right in the situation and get the 
job done to help the Iraqi people.

The enemy is everywhere in war-torn Iraq, and suppliers and construction workers run the same risks as uniformed 
combatants: guerrilla attacks, suicide bombings, rocket bombardments, and road mines. This is the compelling story of 
Carter Andress and the unique methods his multinational team used to deliver vital supplies to coalition forces and 
help rebuild the devastated country. Armed to the teeth with AK-47s, sidearms, and bags full of grenades, these 
"contractor combatants" engaged in deadly firefights with the enemy while attempting to fulfill their mission and 
defend their own lives. Some gunned down insurgents. Others were themselves killed. This riveting war story is the 
first to define the role of this new breed of private warrior and to do so in a gripping and highly graphic narrative.

About the AuthorCarter Andress worked for a year and a half in Iraq, co-founding and managing a company-AISG-
that equipped American and Iraqi military units with everything from lamb chops to trucks. A branch of the 
organization also engaged in construction work. Under his leadership, AISG grew from a handful of jobless 
Americans to a substantial operation employing 2,500 employees from 12 countries. A former U.S. Army Infantry 
Officer and graduate of Ranger School (Airborne), Andress has run his own international trade and business-
consulting firm for 15 years, working in the former Soviet Union and the Middle East. Adventurer, entrepreneur, and 
renaissance man, Andress is an importer of exotic gourmet vodka from Ukraine and also restores old houses. He has a 
master's degree in history from American University in Washington, D.C. 


