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Katherine Clark : Orthodox Church - Simple Guides  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Orthodox Church - Simple Guides: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Informative....By AlekaAs a Greek Orthodox follower who grew up 
within the church, I found this book to be very informative, easy to read and understand. Whilst I knew most of what 
the book was describing, there were some minor items that I wasn't quite familiar with and therefore, this book filled 
in those gaps for me. I have also given this book to my 2 teenage children to read as they have often questioned the 
various aspects of the Orthodox faith and I feel this book is ideal not only for my children but for newcomers to the 
faith to use as a guideline. I found the chapters relating to the history of the church and Constantine the Great were 
very interesting as I was not clearly familiar with its' original origins and the true significance of this man. The 
remainder of the chapters were concise in it's description of the various aspects of the faith. A wonderful dictionary for 
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all interested in the Orthodox Religion.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy TContains 
information in a clear concise manner - I use it as a reference.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Fantastic book and intro to Orthodox ChristianityBy Gerrit Jan de VriesThis book is a great introduction into the 
Orthodox Christian Church. It is both great from a historical and ritual/traditional point of view. After reading this you 
will better understand the Orthodox Church and you will enjoy even more being a member of this great community. 
The book is well written and relatively easy to read. Recommended

THIS BOOK WILL HELP YOUbull; to appreciate the depth and beauty of the dominant form of Christianity in 
Greece, Russia and much of Eastern Europebull; to understand the tenets, nature and holy days of Orthodox beliefbull; 
to recognize the physical features of an Orthodox church, and the spiritual significance of iconsbull; to know what to 
expect and how to conduct yourself during Orthodox services and ceremoniesOrthodoxy is the dominant form of 
Christianity in Greece, Russia, parts of Eastern Europe and the Balkans. Its practices are largely unfamiliar in the 
West, and have remained essentially unchanged since the earliest days of the faith. This lucid introduction outlines the 
tenets, nature and holy days of Orthodox belief with the Western reader in mind. It describes the physical church, 
especially icons, services, and common practices, and offers advice to visitors on how to conduct themselves so that 
they are accepted and feel comfortable.Several chapters concern the life of Jesus and the beginnings of Christianity; 
others trace the origins and history of the Church, with particular attention to its great champion, Constantine the 
Great. The present structure of the Church is described in brief, and the split between the Eastern and the Western 
Churches is related with differences clearly explained.The great antiquity and beauty of its liturgy, its essentially 
minimal hierarchy and its mystical yet pragmatic approach make the Orthodox religion a powerful medium for its 
profound and universal message. This deceptively simple volume takes the reader on a journey to the heart of the 
Christian tradition.ACCESS THE WORLDrsquo;S RELIGIONSSimple Guides: Religion is a series of concise, 
accessible introductions to the worldrsquo;s major religions. Written by experts in the field, they offer an engaging and 
sympathetic description of the key concepts, beliefs and practices of different faiths.Ideal for spiritual seekers and 
travellers alike, Simple Guides aims to open the doors of perception. Together the books provide a reliable compass to 
the worldrsquo;s great spiritual traditions, and a point of reference for further exploration and discovery. By offering 
essential insights into the core values, customs and beliefs of differentsocieties, they also enable visitors to be aware of 
the cultural sensibilities of their hosts, and to behave in a way that fosters mutual respect and understanding.
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